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Spock Knows Stuff

By THE BAGGER

Anne Thompson points out that the there is a significant
divergence between what yer typical critic would pick to win
the Oscars and what real actual people, as measured by
Spock.com, think will take home the big magilla.

To wit:

Best Actor: Johnny Depp

Best Supporting Actor: Tom Wilkinson
Best Actress: Ellen Page

Best Supporting Actress: Ruby Dee
Best Director: Paul Thomas Anderson

The people have spoken.

Depp has no shot. Wilkinson might win if there weren’t a maniac with a cattle
killing gun on the loose. Page could actually get there. Dee deserves it and
might get it. And Anderson raises some interesting math problems for those
of us who are in the thick of Oscar pickery.
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Welcome to The Carpetbagger

Melena Ryzik is your guide on the red carpet to the news and
the nonsense of awards season, covering the Golden Globes,
the Oscars and more. The Carpetbagger —joined by Michael
Cieply, Brooks Barnes and Rebecca Cathcart in Los Angeles,
and Paula Schwartz in New York — will take a look at films
and the people who make and star in them, business trends,
technical breakthroughs and interesting moves by the
moguls. Tips are always welcome.
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Big Gorilla or Underdog?

Can a movie with $460 million to make
and market it, directed by James
Cameron be called an underdog? Fox co-
chairman Tom Rothman says yes.

Fantasy Intrudes on Costume Design
Race

While the Oscar usually goes to an

entrant in the period category, "Avatar" is
the wild card in this year's race.

Of Slovenly Beards and Smudged
Eyeliner

Independent films, as evidenced by this
year's crop at the Sundance Film Festival,
tend to share certain characteristics.

Strange Bedfellows Seek Generous
Distributor

Despite a name-brand cast and directors,
"The Extra Man" and its tale of two quirky
roommates is still looking for distribution.

Selling Dolphins to the Academy

The distributors of "The Cove," a
documentary of a secretive dolphin
slaughter in Japan, are finding there is no
way to promote the movie as warm and
cuddly.
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